
Being Green – Scott Noble
In the immortal words of Kermit the Frog, "It's not easy being
green."  And though this may be the case for people too, you could
certainly be fooled by the actions of the SLS community. Take, for
instance, the recently concluded Ski Week, where we took our fine
tuned waste management behaviors on the road! Regardless if it was
out in the Last Resort with the Grade 11 girls, out in the cabins and
chalets with the other seniors, in the restaurant for the rest of the
school community for breakfast and dinner, or up the mountain for
lunch for everybody, composting and recycling is what we did.
Heck, it's what we do!

By week's end we took away from the Resort over 10 cubic yards
that would otherwise have ended up in a landfill. Now, most of it is
'cooking away' in our compost facility, soon (give it 6 months) to
become productive soil for use in our beautiful gardens and other
landscaping endeavours on campus.

The whole 'green venture' up at Ski Week doesn't just happen,
though, and I would like to thank:

• The E-Club for overseeing it all!  From collecting the compost and
recycling to ensuring that everyone could keep their reusable mess kits
clean during all their meals, they rocked!

• The School community for packing their own mess kits around for the
week.

• James and the kitchen staff for being so supportive of this project.

Staff Profile – Jay Connolly
Jay Connolly is a remarkable writer, interviewer and essayist, which
makes the preparation of his staff profile a rather daunting task. So, to
begin, we will let students from the class of 2009 speak first:

Mr. Connolly’s greatest teaching strength is his ability to make his students
think for themselves. He presents his opinion on the subject matter, but
always leaves it open to interpretation and discussion. Speaking of discus-
sion, he is always available for a quick chat and really makes his students
feel as if he cares about them. – Brendan Downey

I had the privilege of being in Mr. Connolly’s class for both grade 12 and 11.
He doesn’t simply assign monotonous tasks, but chooses to engage the
class in “the game.” If you haven’t answered a question on the subject then
you haven’t played the game and Mr. Connolly will make sure you play. I will
always remember the random jokes and comments that get everyone
laughing. He may be many years older than us, but I swear he’s the same
age. I had always dreamed about writing, but never felt I had the correct
tools to realize these fantasies until I was in Mr. Connolly’s writing class. He
always made you think of the different angle or the surprising perspective
while writing and he made sure you sat down and wrote without making you
feel like you were forced to do it. As I carry on into university to study
English and Writing, I carry with me Mr. Connolly’s favourite writing line,
“Show don’t tell.” – Cole Miltenberger

Mr. Connolly has been a great mentor because he involves us in the editing
process. Rather than enforcing the changes he suggests, he gives you the
option to accept or discredit his opinions, which makes you put more
thought into the changes. – Michelle Child

Mr. Connolly always made class a joy to come to. My class was always
wondering what we were going to talk about and all the funny things he
would say. He makes English 12 easy to understand and a course that you
can enjoy and care a lot about. – Bridget Stack

Jay Connolly ’80 (Lake’s) has been a staff member at Shawnigan
since 1986. He is well known for his sense of fun as well as his
expectation that students apply themselves seriously to his subjects:
English and Creative Writing.

Jay has handsomely enriched the School over his tenure so far.
He created the first Internet site in 1996 and re-designed the School
magazine in 1993. He wrote the first comprehensive history of both
Shawnigan Lake School (Rough Diamond, 1992) and Strathcona
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Upcoming Events:
March 6-7 Leave Weekend
March 7-9 Grade 11 Bamfield trip
March 11-13 Kiss Me Kate, School Musical at the

Cowichan Theatre, Duncan - for tickets,
call Theatre Box Office, 250-748-7529

March 13 Continuing Enrollment deadline
(Forms will be sent to you by email)

March 16 Shawnigan Parents Association general
meeting - 7:30pm

March 19 March Break begins
April 5 March Break ends - see the Internet Travel

page for more information:
www.shawnigan.ca/now/travel-information

Lodge School (Cherchons, 1996), started the Writing 12 course,
co-founded “Shorelines” (a magazine of student writing), and, over
the years, has produced many memorable tributes to staff members
and students alike.

Jay has coached rugby at a junior level as well as Sr. Boys and
Sr. Girls Basketball. He currently coaches golf (one of his leisure-
time passions).

His wealth of Shawnigan experience began with his enrollment
in the school as a grade nine student in January of 1977. Jay would
tell you himself that, as a reluctant student, he learned many of
Shawnigan’s life lessons the hard way. He would also say that the
school somehow managed to plant in him the seeds of academic
passion, which eventually translated into degrees in English and
Writing. When he returned to teach, he understood what
Shawnigan students might encounter. His School experience was
layered further when his two sons, Jack ’02 and Sam ’06, attended
the School as Lake’s House boys and Jay saw the School through a
parent’s eyes.

In his address to the graduation class of 2004, Jay described the
connections within the Shawnigan community: “I want to remind
you that your individual voice has been an essential part of the
unique identity of Shawnigan. If we all lift our voices simultane-
ously, we will produce a chord unique to this assembly of people.
To take a voice away is to change the sound. For this reason, when
you leave, you alter the School forever, just as you altered it when
you arrived. It is this concert of voices that will stand as our shared
moment in history.”

It is Jay’s attention to the individual student as well as his
passion for the School as a whole that makes him a valued part of
this community.

Spring Break Travel Notice – Sharlene Quinn
With two weeks to go before Spring Break, I am now working on
the departure and return travel schedules for the next exodus and
influx. Our office will be closed from March 20 to April 5, and my
access to the computer system and emails will be limited. In order
to ensure that all students are provided with the transportation they
require (particularly for those travelling by air), would you please
finalize your child’s travel arrangements and forward them to me at
your earliest convenience? transportation@shawnigan.ca

I hope everyone has the opportunity to enjoy some “fun” quality
time with their loved ones over the Spring Break!


